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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOB 

THE  YEAR  1944. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1944 
on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Heanor. 

The  population  has  risen  to  22,370  (mid-June),  and  the  birth 
rate  of  22.75  is  the  highest  since  1921.  A continued  rise  in  the  birth 
rate  ca.nnot  be  expected,  however,  on  account  of  the  decline  in  the 
marriage  rate.  The  death  rate  shows  a reduction  of  1 per  1,000  on 
the  previous  year,  but  the  rate  of  10.28  shows  no  reduction  on  the 
average  for  the  last  10  years.  On  account  of  changes  in  the  balance 
of  the  population,  with  an  ever-increasing  proportion  of  elderly 
people,  a continued  decline  in  the  death  rate  cannot  be  assured. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  the  infantile  death  rate  has 
declined  from  76  per  1,000  live  births  in  1943  to  49  in  1944,  and  the 
first  half  of  1945  shows  that  the  low  figure  of  1944  will  be  reduced 
still  more.  One  of  the  principal  causes  of  infantile  deaths  is  prema- 
ture birth,  and  36  per  cent,  of  the  infantile  deaths  in  the  year  under 
review  were  associated  with  prematurity.  (9  out  of  25  deaths).  The 
maternal  mortality  is  low,  the  figure  in  1944  being  1.90  per  1,000 
total  (live  and  still)  births.  The  cause  of  death  in  the  sole  case 
recorded  was  peritonitis  following  a criminally  procured  abortion  in 
a married  woman.  At  the  inquest  a verdict  of  manslaughter  against 
some  person  or  persons  unknown  was  obtained.  With  this  single 
exception  there  were  no  deaths  from  other  maternal  causes.  For 
the  year  under  review,  therefore,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  have  given  a good  account  of  their  stewardship.  But  the 
still  birth  rate  of  28.47  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  should 
prove  capable  of  being  considerably  reduced  below  this  figure.  In 
the  last  report  emphasis  was  laid  on  the  necessity  of  balanced  diets 
in  expectant  mothers  in  preventing  still  birth  and  neonatal  mortality, 
and  I quoted  the  results  of  a feeding  experiment  in  which  11,618 
pregnant  women  received  food  supplements  consisting  of  Vitamins 
A,  D,  and  B complex,  with  calcium,  iron  and  phosphorus  and  were 
compared  with  8,095  pregnant  women  who  received  none  of  these 
supplements.  There  was  a significant  reduction  in  the  still  birth 
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and  neonatal  mortality  rates  of  the  supplementary  fed  groups  as 
compared  with  the  controls.  With  a better  appreciation  of  the  needs 
of  pregnant  women  will  come  a reduction  in  the  number  of  still 
births  and  prematurely  born  children. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  incidence  of  cancer  is  increasing; 
considering  that  the  proportion  of  the  elderly  is  mounting,  the  out- 
look for  the  future  points  towards  a further  increase  in  incidence. 
Cancer  deaths  in  1944  have  increased  by  25  per  cent,  compared  with 
1943;  in  1943  the  death  rate  from  cancer  was  1.28  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  compared  with  1.56  per  1,000  in  1944.  In  1944  primary 
cancer  of  the  lungs  caused  6 deaths.  I do  not  believe  that  the  in- 
creased incidence  is  due  to  improvement  in  diagnosis;  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  increase  is  actual  and  not  relative.  At  the  present 
time  the  only  hope  for  cancer  cases  is  surgery  at  the  earliest  possible 
time  from  the  onset  of  the  disease;  those  who  pin  their  faith  to  other 
means  of  cure  are  doomed  to  disappointment.  For  the  future,  pre- 
vention is  more  likely  to  come  into  its  own  by  the  eradication  of  all 
known  carcinogenic  substances  from  manufactured  foodstuffs,  and 
the  atmosphere. 

Another  intractable  cause  of  death  is  coronary  disease  of  the 
heart  which,  either  by  sudden  thrombosis  or  embolism  of  the  coronary 
blood  vessels,  causes  sudden  death  in  the  prime  of  life.  As  a cause 
of  death  it  shows  every  sign  of  increasing. 

We  hear  and  see  much  about  V.D.  Only  on  one  occasion  has  it 
been  necessary  to  use  the  machinery  of  Regulation  33  B.  in  regard 
to  a woman  who  was  alleged  by  a R.A.M.C.  officer  to  have  infected 
nine  of  his  men  with  either  syphilis  or  gonorrhoea  or  both.  The 
notice  was  sent  to  me  in  error,  for  although  it  concerned  a woman 
living  in  this  area,  it  should  have  been  transmitted  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  On  receipt  of  this  notice,  I visited  the  address  given, 
and  some  pressure  was  put  upon-  the  woman  to  submit  herself  for 
examination  at  a V.D.  clinic  at  Derby.  The  V.D.  officer  later  re- 
ported to  me  that  she  was  suffering  from  both  syphilis  and 
gonorrhoea.  I was  therefore  somewhat  astonished  to  be  informed 
later  by  the  County  Authorities  that  the  notice  should  have  been 
sent  to  them,  but  that  until  they  had  received  a second  notice  of 
complaint  (from  a different  source)  they  would  not  have  been  able 
to  act  upon  the  information.  When  women  of  this  kind  are  consort- 
ing freely  with  the  soldiery  and  doling  out  venereal  disease  with  equal 
facility,  it  does  not  strike  me  as  sense  that  you  should  wait  for  a 
further  complaint  to  turn  up  before  taking  action  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  such  loathsome  diseases.  Such  is  the  weakness  of  Regula- 
tion 33  B. 

Housing  of  the  people  remains  an  acute  problem.  But  I would 
stress  that  there  are  many  houses  v/hich  are  deficient  by  modern 
standards.  There  are  not  less  than  3,000  in  this  area  which  have  no 
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bathrooms  or  adequate  washing  facilities.  Public  and  Pit  Head 
Baths  do  not  replace  the  need  for  these  necessary  additions.  But 
you  are  likely  to  find  that  baths  are  as  scarce  as  Richard  III  found 
horses  to  come  by  on  Bosworth  Field.  The  author  of  Left  Hand, 
Right  Hand  has  remarked  that  “The  Venetians  had  lavished  their 
fortunes  upon  the  building  of  palaces  and  gardens,  upon  brocaaes 
and  jewels  in  lovely  settings,  upon  masques  and  entertainments  of 
an  exquisite  loveliness:  the  Edwardians  squandered  their  accumu- 
lated riches  at  the  shrine  of  the  strange  new  goddess  Comfort;  they 
spent  them  on  the  gilding  of  pathetic  but  vulgar  dreams  from  South 
Africa  and  the  Ghetto,  on  the  installation  of  bathrooms,  electric 
light,  and  radiators As  Sir  Epicure  Mammon  promised  him- 

self in  Ben  Jonson's  Alchemist,” 

“ My  mists 

I’ll  have  of  perfume,  vapour’d  ’bout  the  room. 

To  lose  ourselves  in;  and  my  baths,  like  pits 
To  fall  into:  from  whence  we  will  come  forth. 

And  roll  us  dry  in  gossamour  and  roses.” 

But  have  not  the  Georgians  also  squandered  their  fortunes  at 
the  shrines  of  strange  gods  and  goddesses,  and  have  they  really  done 
any  better? 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


“Ravens  wood,” 

Heanor,  Nottingham. 


PHILIP  TURTON. 


TABLE  1.— MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  1944. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (in  acres)  

Population  (mid- June)  

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value  

Product  of  a Penny  Rate 


4,636 
. 2^,370 

6,410 
£106,772 
£400 


Number  of  Pail  Closets  

53 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  ... 



... 

40 

Live  Births — 

' Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  

236 

254 

490 

Illegitimate  

10 

9 

19 

246 

263 

509 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 



22.75 

Number  of  Still  Births  





15 

Rate  of  Still  Births  per '1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births  ... 

28.47 

230 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 



10.28 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from  Puerperal  Causes: — 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 

» 

Deaths.  Live  & Still  Births, 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion 

Sepsis  

1 

1.90 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

0 . 

/ • 

0.00 

Total  

/ 

1 

1.90 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age:— 

All  infants  (per  1,000  live  births)  49.11 

Legitimate  infants  (per  1,000  legitimate  live  births)  ...  48.98 
Illegitimate  infants  (per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births)  ...  52.63 


Deaths  and  Death  Rate  from: — 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Cancer  (all  ages)  35 

Measles  (all  ages)  0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age)  2 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— The  infantile  mortality  rate  for 
the  year  under  review  was  49.11  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with 
. 76.0  in  1943,  60.1  in  1942  and  20.4  in  1941. 
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Rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population. 
1.56 


0.089 


'TABLE  3. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. 


1. 

M. 

12  months  ! 

Laryngitis. 

2. 

F. 

7 months 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

3. 

M. 

6 days  

Lung  abscess  (staphylococcal). 

4. 

M. 

3 weeks  

Prematurity. 

5. 

M. 

3 days  

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

6. 

M. 

3 days  

Prematurity. 

7. 

F. 

1 day 

Prematurity. 

8. 

M. 

2 months 

Intestinal  obstruction. 

9. 

M. 

5 days  

Haemolytic  disease  of  new  born. 

10. 

M. 

3 months  

Gastro-enteritis. 

11. 

M. 

6 months  

Posterior  Basic  Meningitis. 

12. 

M. 

1 week 

Premature  birth. 

13. 

M. 

3 weeks  

Spina  bifida. 

14. 

F. 

3 weeks  

Prematurity. 

15. 

F. 

1 month  

Prematurity. 

16. 

F. 

3 months 

Intussusception. 

17. 

F. 

4 hours  

Prematurity. 

18. 

F. 

1 month  

Meningomyocoele. 

19. 

F. 

1 month  

Congenital  disease  of  heart. 

20. 

M. 

4 days  

Haemorrhagic  disease  of  new  born. 

21. 

F. 

6 hours  

Prematurity. 

22. 

M. 

2 weeks  

Congenital  disease  of  heart. 

23. 

M. 

4 months  

Primary  pneumonia. 

24. 

M. 

1 week 

Atelectasis. 

25. 

M. 

10  minutes 

Prematurity;  spina  bifida. 
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TABLE  4. 


VARIOUS  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1944. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping-  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  

Syphilis  



Total. 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

M. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

F. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Influenza  ...•  

1 

0 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Encephalitis  



1 

1 

0 

Cancer:  Oesophagis  and  Buccal  Cavity 

2 

1 

1 

„ Uterus  

1 

0 

1 

„ Stomach  and  Duodenum  



4 

2 

2 

„ Breast  



3 

0 

3 

„ All  other  sites  



25 

15 

10 

Diabetes  

1 

1 

0 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  

25 

11 

14 

Heart  Disease  

51 

26 

25 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

10 

5 

5 

Bronchitis  



11 

7 

4 

Pneumonia  

5 

3 

2 

Other  Respiratorj?^  Disease  

3 

3 

0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

2 

2 

0 

Appendicitis  

1 

1 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  



8 

2 

6 

Nephritis  



9 

5 

4 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

1 

0 

1 

Other  Maternal  Causes  



0 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth  (Registrar-General’s  figures) 

6 

I 

5 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injuries  or 
Infantile  Diseases  

11 

9 

2 

Suicide  



3 

' o 

O 

1 

2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  



3 

0 

Other  Violent  Causes  

4 

2 

2 

All  Other  Causes  

29 

16 

13 

Total  ... 

230 

122 

108 
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TABLE  5. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1944. 


Number  of  Cases. 
Removed  to 
Notified.  Hospital. 


Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  

(11) 

11 

8 

Tuberculosis — Other  Forms 

* . . 

(7) 

7 

5 

Small  Pox — 

No.  Vaccinated  and  Re- Vaccinated  ] 
No.  Vaccinated  in  Infancy  ^ 

1 (0) 

0 

0 

No.  Unvaccinated  

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

(66) 

187 

89 

Diphtheria  

(1) 

1 

0 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever  

(0) 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

(4) 

6 

5 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  

(3) 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

(17) 

20 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

(0) 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Dethargica  

(0) 

0 

^ 0 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  

(1) 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  

(71) 

50 

7 

Measles  

(380) 

37 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

(151) 

118 

0 

Dysentery  

(2) 

164 

4 

Total  . 


601  119 


(Figures  in  parenthesis  are  those  for  1943).  ^ 
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For  Tuberculosis  see  Table 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  NOTIFIABLE 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

DIPHTHERIA. — One  case  was  notified  in  a woman  aged  37  years 
not- previously  immunised.  The  organism  isolated  was  of  the  gravis 
type.  The  case  recovered  and  was  not  removed  to  hospital. 

During  the  year  389  children  under  5 years  of  age  and  78  child- 
ren over  5 years  and  under  15  years  of  age  have  been  immunised.  At 
the  31st  December  it  was  estimated  that  62.8  per  cent,  of  children  in 
the  age  group  0 — 5 years  and  96.0  per  cent,  in  the  age  group  over 
5 and  under  15  years  of  age  had  been  immunised. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  no  deaths  have  occurred.  The 
notification  rate  for  this  urban  area  was  0.04  per  1,000,  compared 
with  0.58  for  England  and  Wales  and  0.69  for  the  148  Smaller  Towns 
(Population  25,000  — 50,000). 


TABLE  7. 

DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS  IN  SCHOOLS. 


31-12-44. 

School. 

Immunised 

per  cent. 

1. 

Lockton  Avenue  Girls’  School  

100.0 

2. 

Langley  Girls’  and  Infants’  C.  of  E 

99.2 

3. 

Marlpool  Boys’  Council  

4. 

Loscoe  Road  Boys’  Council  

99.0 

5. 

Loscoe  Denby  Lane  Girls’  and  Infants  C.  of  E. 

98.5 

6. 

Sedgwick  Street  Girls  Council  

98.0 

7. 

Mundy  Street  Boys’  C.  of  E.  ...  

97,7 

8. 

Jessop  Street  Girls’  and  Infants’  Council  ... 

97.6 

9. 

Loscoe  Road  Infants’  Council  

97.1 

10. 

Loscoe  Road  Girls’  Council  

96.6 

11. 

Langley  Mill  Boys’  C.  of  E 

96.6 

12. 

Elnor  Street  Infants’  C.  of  E 

95.8 

13. 

Heanor  Secondary  School  

95.6 

14. 

Crosshill  Boys’  C.  of  E 

94.3 

15. 

Aldercar  Infants’  C.  of  E 

93.7 

16. 

Jvlarlpool  Infants’  C.  of  E 

93.0 

17. 

Codnor  Central  Boys’  and  Girls’  Council  ... 

91.2 

18. 

Mill  Lane  Infants’  Council  

89.7 

19. 

Commonside  Infants’  C,  of  E 

82.3 

Average  Immunised  

96.0 

Total  No.  of  children  in  schools  3,825 

Total  No.  of  children  immunised  3,670 
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5 -YEARLY  PERIODS 


DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS,  1944. 
UNDER  FIVES. 


Age  Group  0 — 5.  Age  Group  1 — 6. 


No. 

Immunised 

No. 

Immunised 

1944. 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

30th  June  ... 

1,867 

61.3 

1,426 

81.0 

31st  December  1,928 

62.8 

1,443 

84.0 

YEAR.  ' 

IMMUNISED. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Under  5 years. 

Over  5 years. 

Cases.  Deaths. 

1938 

Nil 

2 per  cent. 

134 

8 

1939 

8 per  cent. 

17  per  cent. 

40 

5 

1940 

12  per  cent. 

22  per  cent. 

9 

0 

1941 

32  per  cent. 

57  per  cent. 

49 

1 

1942 

62  per  cent. 

95  per  cent. 

6 

1 

1943 

60  per  cent. 

94  per  cent. 

1 

0 

1944 

62.8  per  cent. 

96  per  cent. 

1 

0 

The  total  number  of  children  immunised  since  1938  is  5,737 
(2,135  in  the  age  group  under  5 years  and  3,602  age  group  over  5 and 
under  15  years). 

SCARLET  FEVER. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  187,  of 
which  one  died.  This  was  a case  of  a child  of  10  years  who  died  from 
pericarditis  following  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever.  The  number  of 
notified  cases  is  approximately  three  times  as  great  as  in  1943.  The 
notification  rate  was  8.35  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  2.40  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  Some  of  the  increase  may  be  accounted  for  owing 
to  German  Measles  being  prevalent  at  the  same  time,  causing  difficulty 
in  diagnosis.  In  dubious  cases  it  is  worth  while  taking  throat  swabs 
for  the  presence  or  absence  of  pathogenic  streptococci.  The  type  of 
haemolytic  streptococcus  associated  with  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in 
Heanor  has  invariably  been  Group  A (Lancefield).  Three  cases 
occurred  at  intervals  in  a hostel  for  evacuee  children.  One  nasal 
carrier  of  Group  A (Lancefield)  was  discovered  and  isolated  from  the 
remainder  of  the  inmates.  The  contacts  were  given  S.P.  antitoxin 
prophylactically.  No  other  case  occurred  in  this  institution. 

MEASLES. — 37  cases  were  notified.  All  were  of  a mild  type. 
The  notification  rate  was  1.65,  compared  with  4.16  per  1,000  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  No  case  was  removed  to  hospital.  No  deaths 
occurred. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — During  the  year  118  cases  were  notified. 
The  notification  rate  was  5.27  per  1,000  compared  with  2.49  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  No  deaths  occurred  and  no  case  was  removed  to 
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hospital.  It  is  worth  while  trying  to  protect  children  against  whoop- 
ing cough  with  a suitable  vaccine  in  adequate  doses  at  6 months  of 
age,  and  follow  this  with  diphtheria  immunisation  at  12  months.  I 
am  not  very  favourably  impressed  with  the  idea  of  combining  the  two 
at  the  same  time. 

PNEUMONIA. — 50  cases  of  primary  or  influenzal  pneumonia 
were  notified.  Seven  were  removed  to  hospital.  Five  deaths  occurred 
giving  a death  rate  of  0.22  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  a case 
mortality  of  10%'. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. — 6 cases  were  notified  and  5 were 
removed  to  hospital.  The  notification  rate  per  1,000  total  births 
(live  and  still)  was  11.45  compared  with  10.34  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  maternal  mortality  was  1.90  compared  with  1.93  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  one  death  which  occurred  was  that  of  a 
married  woman  aged  24  years  whose  death  was  due  to  peritonitis 
the  result  of  a criminally  procured  abortion  for  which  a verdict  of 
manslaughter  against  some  person  or  persons  unknown  was  recorded. 

Ca£!es  of  puerperal  pyrexia  are  admitted  to  the  Derbyshire  Royal 
Infirmary  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

BACILLARY  DYSENTERY. — 164  cases  were  notified  of  which  ^ 
4 were  removed  to  hospital.  The  outbreak  was  due  to  B.dysenteriae 
Sonne.  Although  no  deaths  occurred,  there  were  many  cases  which 
were  smartly  ill  for  varying  periods.  The  first  known  case  to  be  ill 
was  a boy  named  John  M— — who  was  absent  from  Marlpool  Infants’ 
School  from  March  3rd-12th  and  27  children  out  of  59  on  the  register 
were  absent  on  March  13th  generally  for  the  first  time  on  account 
of  diarrhoea.  Information  was  volunteered  that  three  children  from 
this  school  had  attended  a party  on  the  afternoon  of  March  10th  and 

were  suffering  from  diarrhoea  at  the  time.  Another  boy  David  F 

had  developed  diarrhoea  on  March  15th  and  had  attended  school 
throughout.  Two  other  schools  in  the  neighbourhood  later  became 
affected  but  to  a less  degree.  The  original  cause  of  the  epidemic 
was  not  discovered,  but  it  was  thought  that  the  crude  sanitary  ar- 
rangements at  the  Infants’  School  which  was  housed  in  temporary 
quarters  together  with  a lack  of  soap  and  towels  accounted  for  the 
spread  of  the  complaint  in  this  instance.  The  fact  that  a Co-opera- 
tive Society  provided  milk  for  all  the  22  schools  in  the  area  and  at 
that  time  onlj?-  3 schools  were  involved  and  that  the  bacteriological 
results  of  the  examination  of  the  milk  were  satisfactory  was  sug- 
gestive that  this  was  not  the  cause.  But  it  could  not  be  absolutely 
exculpated  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  straws  and  that  faecal  swabs 
had  not  been  taken  from  all  the  persons  handling  the  milk.  No 
dysentery  bacilli  were  isolated  from  4 samples  of  milk  taken  at 
schools.  Three  samples  of  the  public  water  supply  were  taken  for 
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examination,  and  were  satisfactory  bacteriologically  for  drinking 
purposes.  Some  time  later  a further  outbreak  occurred  in  the  Com- 
monside  Infants’  School  and  this  outbreak  was  explosive  in  its  sud- 
denness. For  a considerable  time  sporadic  cases  arose  all  over  the 
neighbourhood  before  the  disease  finally  died  down. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. — One  death  occurred  of  an  infant 
aged  6 months  which  was  not  notified,  except  as  posterior  Basic 
Meningitis  on  the  death  certificate. 


SMALL  POX 

) 

ENTERIC  FEVER 

) 

TYPHUS  FEVER 

) 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA 

) No  cases  were  notified. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

) 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS 

) 

ERYSIPELAS. — 20  cases  were  notified.  One  case  was  removed 
to  hospital.  The  notification  rate  was  0.89  per  1,000  of  the  population 
compared  with  0.29  for  England  and  Wales.  Two  cases  died,  both 
being  males  aged  67  and  71  years. 

SCABIES  AND  VERMINOUS  CASES.— 59  cases  were  reported 
during  the  year.  In  the  previous  report  a full  account  was  given  of 
the  Cleansing  Station  which  was  opened  for  dealing  with  these  cases. 
Benzyl  benzoate  emulsion  is  used  with  satisfactory  results  as  an 
external  application  for  scabies,  and  Lethane  Oil  is  used  for  verminous 
cases.  Some  families  have  a wonderful  facility  for  becoming  ver- 
minous repeatedly  after  thorough  cleansing  and  give  the  Health 
Visitors  much  trouble.  The  number  of  cases  of  scabies  treated  at 
the  centre  was  47  and  the  number  of  verminous  cases  treated  was  12. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis notified  was  11,  of  which  8 were  removed  to  the  Derbyshire 
County  Council  Sanatorium  at  Walton.  In  1943,  11  cases  were  noti- 
fied. Eight  deaths  occurred  during  1944,  giving  a Phthisis  Death 
Rate  of  0.35  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  was 
7,  of  which  5 were  removed  to  hospital.  No  deaths  occurred.  Cases 
are  treated  at  the  County  Council  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at  Bretby. 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinic  for  this  district  is  at  Ilkeston.  Weekly 
sessions  are  held  on  Wednesday  from  10 — 1 and  2 — 4.  Sputum  exam- 
inations are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  Laboratory  at  St. 
Mary’s  Gate,  Derby,  free  of  charge.  X-ray  work  at  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  at  Derby.  A.P.T.  refills  are  performed  at  the  same 
dispensary. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  31st 
December  was: — 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Total 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

34 

27 

61 

31 

41 

72 

65 

68 

133 

Age. 

Periods. 

Under  1 

1-5  

5-15 

15-25  

25-35  

35-45  

45-55  

55-65  

Over  65 


TABLE  8. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  Notified. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 


Deaths. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  pulmonary. 
M,  F.  M.  F. 


1 — 


Total  ...  7434  3500 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  satisfactory  boith  in  quantity  and  quality. 
The  quantity  of  water  available  is  adequate  for  all  purposes.  Chemical 
analysis  shows  a uniform  quality  throughout  the  year  and  the  speci- 
men analysis  shown  below  is  typical  of  many.  Bacteriological  exam- 
inations are  done  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Nofttingham,  monthly. 
Owing  to  extensive  mining  operations  causing  subsidence,  there  is 
considerable  liability  in  regard  to  fracturing  of  water  mains  and 
drains  and  sewers,  and  on  occasions  Jocal  pollution  arises  from  these 
causes.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  and  treated  water 
are  performed  at  frequent  intervals  at  the  Waterworks  at  Whatstand- 
well  (Ilkeston  & Heanor  Water  Board).  Neither  the  raw  nor  treated 
water  has  any  plumbo-solvent  action.  Following  repairs  to  mains 
and  service  pipes  locally,  the  appropriate  sections  are  flushed  out 
with  Chloros  solution.  No  epidemics  of  diarrhoea  have  been  traced 
to  any  part  of  the  water  supply.  The  whole  of  the  area  is  supplied 
with  a piped  supply;  no  surface  or  deep  wells  are  in  use.  There  are 
only  17  standpipes  which  supply  approximately  20  houses  out  of 
6,410  houses. 

The  water  contains  1.5  parts  per  million  of  fluorine. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

The  following  represents  the  average  result  of  chemical  analysis 
of  water  during  1944: — 

Per  100,000  parts — 


Total  Solids  dried  at  180°e 

20.00 

Suspended  Matter 

absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine 

2.13 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrate 

absent 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

absent 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0044 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0032 

Temporary  Hardness 

7.50 

Permanent  Hardness 

7.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  80  °F 
from  N/80  KMn04 

0.00 

pH  value 

8.30 

Appearance 

clear  and  bright 

Odour 

none 

Taste  and  Colour 

normal 

Heavy  Metals 

absent 

Free  Chlorine 

absent 

Fluorine 

1.5  per  million 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 
HEANOR  URBAN  DISTRICT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Heanor  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  this  Report  for  the  year  1944  is  written,  hostilities  in  Europe 
have  ceased,  and  although  it  is  not  possible  to  deal  with  all  matters 
fully  until  the  return  to  complete  peace,  it  is  quite  evident  that  many 
post-war  schemes  and  activities  must  be  put  into  operation  at  the 
earliest  opportunity.  Housing,  Education,  the  new  Health  Service, 
and  the  repair  of  war’s  ravages — ^^the  list  is  enough  \to  daunt  a 
Ulysses.  Clearly,  there  will  be  little  time  for  flag  waving  or  slippered 
ease.  For  local  government  there  will  be  no  relaxation,  the  work 
will  go  on,  its  tempo  quickening  rather  than  slackening,  fresh 
problems  crowding  upon  the  old. 

We  are,  however,  entitled  to  review  the  happenings  of  war  in  so 
far  as  the  contribution  of  local  service  is  concerned.  Many  have 
served,  or  are  still  serving,  in  H.M.  Forces,  whilst  those  who  remained 
at  home  have  some  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  work  carried  on  by 
helping  in  the  march  to  victory..  Many  have  been  concerned  in  the 
various  wartime  services, — A.R.P.,  First  Aid,  etc.,  whilst  other 
emergency  duties  manifested  a marked  tendency  to  increase,  but  the 
administrative  and  other  experience  gained  in  these  spheres  should 
prove  of  some  value  in  the  work  of  the  future.  The  problems  of 
peace  will  probably  not  be  easy,  but  there  will  be  afforded  a great 
opportunity  to  meet  the  demand  for  a sound  environment  and  a 
general  all-round  raising  of  the  standard  of  living.  The  improvement 
in  the  housing  conditions  will  be  in  the  forefront  of  the  post-war 
scheme,  as  a good  house  is  the  material  basis  of  health  family  life. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  activities  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment have  been  carried  out  with  reasonable  efficiency  despite  diffi- 
culties, and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  maintain  an  efficient 
service. 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE,  1944. 

During  the  year  7,316  visits  and  inspections  were  made  as 


follows : — 

Appointments  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders  909 

Premises  Inspected  on  Complaint  ...  ...  238 

Premises  Re-visited  following  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  129 

Caravans,  Tents  and  Similar  Structures  23 

Cinemas  and  Theatres  19 

Drainage  Inspections  98 

Smoke,  Colour  and  Water  Tests  to  Drains  14 
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Factories  

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Outworkers’  Premises 

Offensive  Trades  

Infectious  Disease,  and  Disinfection  

Scabies  and  Verminous  conditions  

Piggeries  

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  

Refuse  Receptacles  and  Conveniences 

Refuse  Tips  

Re-visits  to  Property  under  Notice  

Schools;  Churches  and  Chapels  

Shelters  T.B.  

Smoke  Observations  and  Visits  

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Salvage  

Housing  Enquiries  re  Application  for  Council  Houses 
Houses  Inspected  re  Overcrowding 
Houses  Inspected  re  Housing  Defects: — 

Public  Health  Acts,  97;  Housing  Acts  96 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspections: — 

Slaughter-houses  

Butchers’  Shops  

Food  Stalls  and  Vehicles  ...  

Bakehouses 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  

Fish  Frying  Premises  

Fish  Shops  

Fruit  Shops  

Cowsheds,  Milk  Purveyors’  Premises  and  Vehicles 
Complaints: — 

No.  of  Complaints  Received  

No.  Referred  to  Other  Departments  

Summary  of  Complaints: — 

Accumulations 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation 

Dirty  Houses  

Housing  Defects  

Overcrowding  

Keeping  of  Animals  

Miscellaneous  Nuisances 

Obstructed  Drains  or  Sewers  

Prevalence  of  Rats  

Smoke  Nuisances  

Verminous  Houses  ;. 


40 

10 

14 

15 
470 
171 

17 

421 

504 

214 

221 

60 

8 

12 

2278 

84 

25 

193 

205 

57 

342 

300 

21 

129 

29 

15 

23 

201 

138 

15 

2 

8 

2 

76 

3 

6 

3 

25 

3 

2 

8 

138 
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Notices  Issued: — 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  Served  551 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  * ...  4 

No.  of  Nuisances  Abated  996 

No.  of  Notices  to  Day  Schools,  Sunday  Schools  and 

Librarians  re  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  742 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 


HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ACTS. 

INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES:— 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  49 

Windows  repaired  or  provided  with  sashcords  ...  ...  61 

Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' 49 

Ceilings  repaired  54 

Staircases  repaired  27 

Fireplaces  or  Ovens  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Insufficient  lighting  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Insufficient  ventilation  remedied  ...  13 

Pantries  ventilated  or  repaired  15 

Water  removed  from  cellars  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 * 

Washing  coppers  provided  and  repaired  30 

Baths,  Lavatory  Basins,  etc: — 

Baths  pro'^ided  7 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  8 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sink  waste-pipes  trapped  or  repaired  20 

Bath  waste-pipes  trapped  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wash-hand  basin  waste  pipes  trapped  8 

Water  Supply: — 

Internal  supply  of  water  provided  (Taps  fixed  over  sinks)  5 

Overcrowding : — 

Overcrowding  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES:— 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  41 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Eaves  and  downspouts  provided  or  repaired  40 

Dampness  remedied  15 

Drainage : — 

Downspouts  disconnected  from  drains  28 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  74 
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Drains  re-laid  or  repaired  44 

Additional  drains  provided  28 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided  ...  24 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  28 

Interceptors  provided  on  main  drains  ...  5 

Drains  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  altered  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  gully  traps  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Insanitary  gully  traps  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Underground  rainwater  cisterns  abolished  ...  ...  3 

Drains  tested  with  smoke,  water  or  colour  fluid  ...  ...  14 

Water  removed  from  cellars  2 

Drains  disconnected  from  watercourse  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yards  and  Outbuildings: — 

Wash-houses  built,  repaired  or  limewashed  ...  ...  9 

Coalhouses  built  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  19 

Yard  surfaces  cleansed  ...  27 

Privies,  Pail  Closets,  Cesspools  and  WC.’s: — 

Privies  converted  into  water  closets  Nil 

Pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Pail  closet  receptacles  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  W.C.  buildings  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  closets  accommodation  repaired  ...  ...  ...  29 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  ...  ...  21 

Defective  water  service  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  ...  51 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  5 

Sanitary  conveniences  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ^ 16 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  remedied  ...  ...  5 

W.C.’s  cleansed  16 

Cesspools  emptied  2 

Dustbins : — 

Dustbins  provided  (replacements)  226 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances: — 

Nuisances  from  keeping  swine  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Nuisances  from  keeping  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  16 

Accommodation  for  animals  limewashed  6 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed  ...  5 

Smoke  Abatement: — 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTERED  PREMISES. 
Slaughter-houses — Licensed  19.  Registered  3. 

(Not  in  use)  ...  ’ 22 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  3 

Workplaces  27 

21 


Outworkers’  Premises 

4 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  

• ... 

100 

Bakehouses 

14 

Fish  Frying  Premises 

.'.7" 

27 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises 

29 

Farms  or  other  Premises  used  as  Dairies 

36 

Cowsheds  

76 

Milk  Purveyors — Retail  27.  Wholesale  29. 

56 

Milk  Purveyors  who  reside  outside  but  retail  within  this  area 
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HOUSING. 

Good  housing  is  a sound  investment,  but  there  must  be  planning 
of  material  and  of  labour.  The  repair  of  houses  is  a big  item,  and 
in  the  building  of  new  houses  there  is  a vast  accumulation  of  work 
to  be  imdertaken.  There  Ls  the  unfulfilled  need  that  existed  when 
war  broke  out.  There  are  the  unfit  dwellings  created  because  of 
shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  and  there  is  the  regular  replace- 
ment which  has  been  at  a standstill  for  five  years.  Finally,  stan- 
dards will  not  have  to  be  sacrificed  to  a last  minute  scramble  to  put 
anything  up,  and  no  doubt  the  fluctuations  of  war  have  rendered 
the  formulation  of  a definite  policy  extremely  difficult.  In  the  mean- 
time, sites  in  this  area  are  being  acquired  and  plans  are  in  progress, 
so  that  there  will  be  no  delay  in  commencing  operations  when  the 
necessary  authority  is  received. 

Equally  important  with  the  provision  of  future  houses  will  be 
the  need  to  demolish  and  clear  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  to  effect  repairs  and  reconditioning  to  existing  occu- 
pied houses.  Som.e  owners  have  inclined  to  the  “go  easy”  policy  in- 
duced by  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  and  conditions  have 
worsened.  The  maximum  benefit  will  only  accrue  if  the  provision 
of  new  houses,  slum  clearance,  and  repair  works  are  properly  in- 
tegrated into  a sound  housing  programme.  Other  factors  not  to 
be  lost  sight  of  will  be  opportunities  for  tenants  to  become  owners 
of  their  houses,  a measure  which  promotes  thrift  and  stimulates 
a sense  of  responsibility,  whilst  private  enterprise  it  is  hoped  should 
be  in  a position  to  usefully  contribute  towards  the  pi'ovision  of 
houses  as  in  previous  years. 

It  is  not  possible  without  a complete  survey  of  every  house  in 
the  district  to  ascertain  accurately  the  housing  requirements,  but 


the  following  figures  form  a reasonable  guide: — 

No.  of  Houses  upon  which  Demolition  Orders  are  Operative  45 
No.  of  these  occupied  31.  No.  unoccupied  14. 

Estimated  No.  beyond  repair  (including  above  45)  200 

No.  of  Applicants  for  Council  Houses  (excluding  91  outside 

this  area)  660 

No.  of  aged  persons  requiring  Bungalows  (excluding  4 out- 
side this  area)  85 
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Applications  for  Council  Houses:— All  applications  have  been 
carefully  checked  ajid  a number  disregarded  as  being  non-essential: 
' Type  of  House  Required. 


No.  of 

Larger 

Ward. 

Applications. 

Non-Parlour. 

Parlour. 

Type. 

Heanor 

318 

250  • 

46 

22 

Lan-gley  Mill  

128 

101 

16 

11 

Langley  & Marlpool 

87 

69 

14 

4 

Codnor  & Loscoe 

'l27 

101 

15 

11 

Total  ...  ... 

660 

521 

91 

48 

— 

— 

— 

Applications  from  out- 
side U.D.  Area  87  (The  majority  of  these  applicants 

are  ex-Heanor  residents). 

Total  748 


Applications  by  aged  persons  for  Bungalows: — 

No.  occupying  large 
houses  which  would  be 
released. 

9 
13 
15 
9 

46 


GENERAL  SUMMARY.  ^ 

No.  of  Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation  200 

Application's  for  Council  Houses  660 

Applications  for  Bungalows  for  Aged  Persons  85 


Total 945 

It  is  obvious  that  the  housing  needs  of  every  section  of  the  com- 
munity cannot  be  given  Priority  No.  1.  Those  returning  from  the 
Forces,  and  tho-se  without  a home  of  their  own,  will  require  early 
consideiation.  The  question  of  overcrowding  and  demolition  of  unfit 
houses,  urgent  as  the  need  is,  may  not  be  effectively  tackled  at  once. 
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No.  of  • 

Ward.  Applications. 

Heanor  30 

Langley  Mill  20 

Langley  & Marlpool  ...  20 

Codnor  & Loscoe  15 

Total  85  - 

Applications  from  out- 
side U.D.  Area  ...  4 

Total  89 


Artificial  dispersal  of  the  population  due  to  war  work  and  men  and 
women  in  the  forces  will  cease  to  obscure  the  real  extent  of  the 
shortage,  which  however  is  fairly  well  established.  Finally,  the 
task  of  reconditioning  and  restoring  existing  houses  to  a reasonable 
standai'M  of  fitness  will  prove  a big  task,  and  it  is  apparent  that 
existing  long-drawn-out  procedure  available  to  Local  Authorities 
will  require  sweeping  change.  The  lack  of  houses  is  serious  and 
urgent,  and  the  return  of  more  people  from  the  Services,  etc., 
will  Impose  a further  considerable  strain  upon  the  housing  resources 
of  this  community. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  New  Houses  erected  during  1944; — 

1 By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

2 By  other  bodies  or  persons  Nil 

1 Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 


Acts)  193 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  205 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regula- 
tions, 1925  and  1932  5 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  of  dweliing-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  100 


2 Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 


or  their  Officers  96 

3  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  de- 
molition orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  anticipation  of  formal 

procedure  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  v^here  undertakings  were 
accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  area. 

# 

OUTWOEKERS. 

There  were  four  premises  in  use  for  this  purpose  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Four  lists  containing  names  and  addresses  of  16  Outworkers  were 
received  during  the  year,  and  particulars  relating  to  one  of  these 
employed  outside  this  area  were  forwarded  to  the  Local  Authority 
concerned. 


The  Home  Work  carried  on  was  as  follows: — 


Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of  Outworkers: 
Males.  Females. 

Clothing  

3 

— 3 

Hosiery  

1 

— 1 

Fourteen  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  the  premises  were  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  and  no  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  upon 
these  premises  during  the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


No.  of  visits  to  infected  houses 470 

No.  of  visits  re  Scabies,  etc 171 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  (Houses  and  Schools)  271 

No.  of  Notices  to  Day  Schools 366 

No.  of  Notices  to  Sunday  Schools 158 

No.  of  Notices  to  Librarians  218 

No.  of  Library  Books  disinfected  271 

No.  of  Library  Books  destroyed Nil 

No.  of  lots  of  Bedding  destroyed  upon  request 11 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  (Scabies)  54 

DISINFESTATION. 

No.  of  Houses  infested  (Bugs)  18 

(a)  Council  Houses 5 

(b)  Other  Houses  13 

No.  of  Houses  disinfested 18 


Scabies. — The  Cleansing  Station  has  proved  of  considerable  use, 
and  47  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  In  addition,  12  cases 
of  lice  and  nits  were  treated.  No  legal  action  proved  necessary 
to  enfoirce  attendance,  and  in  fact  a few  cases  applied  voluntarily 
for  treatment.  Notices  were  served  upon  certain  families  to  attend 
and  these  were  complied  with;  these  applied  to  the  few  incorrig- 
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ibie^  who  spoil  the  record  and  apparently  require  attention  periodic- 
ally and  look  upon  this  as  a public  service  to  which  they  are  annually 
entitied>  . 

Cockroaches,  Ants,  Furniture  Beetles,  etc.,  gave  rise  to  com- 
plaints; insecticides  were  isisued,  and  assistance  given  in  all  cases. 
The  adoption  of  methods  of  construction  which  will  resist  vermin 
infestation  in  houses  seems  to  be  desirable.  In  any  case,  great  care 
is  needed  in  the  plastering  of  walls  and  ceilings  to  ensure  a hard 
smooth  surface  which  will  prove  resistant  to  the  inroads  of  vermin. 
Thie  provision  of  tiles  to  window  sills  is  also  an  added  means  of 
preventing  vermin  infestation. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Two  complaint's  were  received  during  the  year  and  ten  nuisances  - 
were  abated.  With  the  increased  national  effort  towards  fuel 
economy  there  has  been  a significant  reduction  for  the  country  as 
a whole  in  both  deposited  matter  (including  sulphates)  and  sulphur 
dioxide.  When  conditions  become  normal  all  practicable  steps 
should  be  taken  at  the  collieries  to  clean  the  coal  before  delivery. 
In  this  way  the  quantity  of  mineral  matter  and  sulphur  can  be  re»- 
duced.  With  the  poorer  class  of  coal,  there  is  greater  need  for 
efficient  cleaning  before  delivery.  The  domestic  open  fire  produces 
more  smoke  per  ton  of  coal  burned  than  any  other  appliance  in 
general  use.  About  one-half  of  our  smoke  pollution  arises  from 
domestic  appliances,  though  they  consume  less  than  one-quarter 
of  the  total  coal  used.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  encourage- 
ment should  be  given  to  the  use  of  coke,  gas  and  electricity,  so  far 
as  is  economically  practicable,  if  atmospheric  pollution  is  to  be  re- 
duced, whilst  new  designs  of  open  fires  will  doubtless  be  forthcom- 
ing and  which  will  also  bring  about  an  appreciable  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  smoke  to  about  one-half. 

As  regards  industrial  works:  the  licensing  of  stokers,  the  re- 
gistration of  steam-producing  plants,  and  the  grading  of  fuels  for 
use  for  specific  purposes  are  all  improvements  which  could  be 
achieved  without  economic  or  drastic  upheaval  and  without  hard- 
ship. 

Burning  slag  heaps  are  also  distinct  offenders.  The  present  sys- 
tem of  tipping  colliery  waste  appears  to  call  for  early  consideration, 
as  the  principles  established  in  connection  with  the  controlled  tip- 
ping of  refuse  could  be  made  applicable  to  the  tipping  of  this  class 
of  waste. 

This  Council  is  affiliated  to  the  National  Smoke  Abatement 
Society,  the  two  representatives  being  Councillor  J.  W.  Lilley  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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REGISTER  OF  RAINFALL  IN  1944. 


Summary  of  observations  taken  at  Cross  Hill,  Codnor,  by  Mr. 
A.  P.  Pine,  at  a station  394  feet  above  mean  sea-level: — 


Inches. 

Days  of  Rain. 

January  ...  

...  ...  3.17 

on 

17 

February  

3.59 

M 

18 

March  

31 

M 

9 

April 

2.56 

M 

12 

May  ..,  

1.26 

>> 

7 

June 

1.71 

fS 

13 

July 

3.18 

99 

15 

August 

3.06 

99 

14 

September 

5.44 

99 

19 

October 

2.75 

99 

23 

November  

5.64 

99 

25 

December  

1.88 

99 

16 

34.55 

99 

188 

The  rainfall  was  above  the  average  for  the  standard  period 
(1881-1915)  by  6.86  inches.  The  first  half  of  the  year  was  exception- 
ally dry,  only  12.60  falling  in  the  first  six  month^s.  Over'  one  inch 
was  recorded  on  February  27th  (snow),  August  19th,  and  Septem- 
ber 3rd.  The  rainfall  in  November  (5.64)  was  a record  for  that 
month  at  this  station. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  number  and  type  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  use  in  the 
area  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows:— 


Heanor 

Ward. 

Langley 

Mill 

Ward. 

Langley  & 
Marlpool 
Wards. 

Loscoe 
Codnor,  etc., 
Ward. 

Total 

Water  Closets  .. 

. ...  2575 

1463 

1240 

1774 

7052 

Pail  Closets  ... 

3 

1 

5 

44 

53 

Privy  Middens  .. 

. ...  2 

— 

3 

35 

40 

Dry  Ashpits  ...  . 

2 

1 

— 

2 

5 

Dustbins 

2449 

1335 

1207 

1687 

6678 

The  number  of  dustbins  include  a number  which  are  used  in  con- 
nection with  business  premises  for  trade  refuse  purposes.  The 
number  of  water  closets  include  houses  and  other  premises  where 
more  than  one  W.C.  is  installed.  The  remaining  pails  and  privy 
middens  are  chiefly  situated  in  unsewered  parts  of  the  area. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. — Excepting  for  a brief  period  during 
the  winter,  a regular  weekly  collection  was  carried  out.  No  altera- 
tions were  made  during  the  year.  There  have  been  the  disadvant- 
ages of  labour  shortage,  delay  in  the  provision  of  dustbins,  vehicles 
which  have  practically  reached  their  limit,  and  the  inferior  quality 
of  coal  issued  to  miners,  but  fortunately  it  has  been  possible  to  re- 
tain a number  of  the  old  staff  and  the  collection  has  generally  been 
satisfactory. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. — Three  controlled  tips  are  in  use,  and 
these  have  been  managed  by  the  three  men  in  charge  in  a very 
satisfactory  manner. 

SALVAGE. — This  service  is  combined  with  refuse  collection, 
separate  collections  being  made  from  business  premises  and  shops, 
and  of  kitchen  waste  from  the  250  communal  bins.  Kitchen  waste 
showed  a slight  improvement,  although  a number  of  persons  * are 
licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  collect. 
Most  large  firms  continued  to  dispose  of  paper  produced  upon  their 
pfi:^mises  direct  to  the  merchants,  a practice  which  has  been  opera- 
tive during  the  war.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  increase  sal- 
vage recoveries.  A Book  Drive  was  held  from  6th  to  20th  May, 
when  the  target  was  44,000  books,  and  the  number  collected  was 
90,850.  2J  tons  were  sent  to  the  Services,  Libraries  and  an  Institu- 
tion, and  the  remainder  were  disposed  of  for  Salvage.  An  exhibition 
sponsored  by  the  Waste  Paper  Recovery  Association  was  held  dur- 
ing the  week  30th  October  to  4th  November. 
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YEAR  ENDED  1944. 
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PUBIJC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  four  of  these  owned  and  maintained  by  the  Council, 
and  the  question  of  providing  modem  public  conveniences  is  press- 
ing and  has  been  under  consideration.  The  receipts  from  auto- 
matic locks  in  1944  was  £76/12/9. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  MUlSIC  HALLS,  THEATRES,  ETC. 

All  premfees  are  well  managed,  and  the  usual  satisfactory  con- 
ditions were  maintained  during  the  year. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  TEMPORARY  ST?RUCTURES. 

The  local  authority  has  power  to  control  the  use  of  moveable 
dwellings,  and  one  caravan  which  was  briefly  stationed  on  an  un- 
licensed site  removed  out  of  the  district  during  the  year.  Twenty- 
three  visits  v/ere  made,  chiefly  in  connection  with  vans  attending 
the  Annual  JVakes;  these  wdre  all  found  in  satisfactory  condition, 
and  no  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred.  No  licence  is  in  opera- 
tion authorising  the  use  of  any  land  as  a site. 

RATS  & MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

Supervision  of  rats  and  mice  destruction  was  transferred  to  the 
Minister  of  Food  during  1943,  and  much  valuable  advice  and  informa- 
tion have  been  received  from  time  to  time.  Courses  of  Instruction 
have  been  attended,  and  these  have  unquestionably  proved  of  con- 
siderable assistance.  There  has  been  close  co-operation  with  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  and  the  following  briefly  represents  activities  in 
this  .area  during  the  year: — After  the  initial  survey,  when  as  much 
information  as  possible  was  obtained,  a map  was  prepared  showing 
localities  with  minor  infestations.  No  “reservoir”  infestations  were 
found  owing  to  rats  destruction  work  which  has  been  carried  out  each 
year  previously.  The  survey  was  later  supplemented  by  reports  from 
people  who  had  observed  rats,  and  a high  degree  of  success  has  been 
achieved  by  the  poisoning  methods  carried  out  and  the  baiting  sequence 
adopted,  the  bait  base  and  poison  being  changed  in  the  follow-up  and 
subsequent  trea)tments.  The  number  of  dead  rats  found,  doubles  and 
in  some  instances  trebles  that  of  previous  years,  but  the  criterion  by 
which  m.easures  for  rat  clearance  may  be  judged  as  being  effective, 
lies  in  the  absence  of  rat  infestation;  incidentally,  the  fewer  the 
rodents  left  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  available  harbourage, 
the  more  difficult  do  they  become  to  detect  and  destroy,  consequently 
continued  vigilance  and  control  operations  are  necessarv  against  re- 
infestations. Sewers,  tips,  allotments,  etc.,  are  all  liable^to  re-infesta- 
tion, but  the  rat  catcher  has  unquestionably  performed  excellent  work 
during  the  year  and  very  appreciably  reduced  the  rat  population  in 
this  district.  There  has  also  been  active  co-operation  by  the  public. 
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RATS  DESTROYED  UPON  COUNCIL  DEPOTS,  WORKS, 


SEWERS,  TIPS,  PROPERTIES  AND  LAND. 


Sewers  

Rats. 

529 

Sewage  Outfalls 

169 

Refuse  Tips  

139 

Depots  (Salvage) 

... 

5 

Works  Depots  

... 

29 

Recreation  Grounds 

Nil 

Allotments  

... 

113 

Cemeteries  

Nil 

Council  Housing  Estates  and 
and  Land 

other  Buildings 

38 

Brook  Courses 

19 

Total 

...  1,041 

All  council  Sewers  and  other  properties  and  land  were  pre-baited 
and  poison  baited  at  least  twice  during  the  year,  and  this  was  followed 
up  with  maintenance  treaitment. 

RATS  DESTROYED  UPON  BUSINESS  PREMISES  AND 
PRIVATE  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Business  Premises  Cleared  ...  33  ...  Rats  Destroyed  ...  169 

Dwelling  Houses  Cleared  ...  26  ...  Rats  Destroyed  ...  42 

^ 211 

(31  Council  Houses  were  also  dealt  with  and  cleared  during  the  , 
year.  In  all  cases  fowls  were  kept  upon  or  adjoining  these  houses). 

During  the  clearance  of  certain  premises,  drains  were  remedied 
where  necessary,  defective  air-grates  renewed,  cellar  floors  laid  with 
concreite,  and  wire  mesh  fixed  under  cellar  iron-grids,  and  it  is  satis- 
factory to  record  no  re-infestations  of  the  premises  cleared. 


SUMMARY. 


Rats. 

Council  Sewers 

529 

Council  Properties  and  Land 

512 

Private  and  Business  Premises 

211 

Total  

1252 
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A further  1,500  rats  can  at  least  be  added  if  the  number  of  rats 
killed  is  calculated  in  accordance  with  the  poison  taken. 

The  number  of  reports  regarding  the  presence  of  rats  upon 
premises  received  during  the  year  was.  60,  and  these  were  dealt  with. 

No  notices  were  outstanding,  and  two  business  premises  were 
being  dealt  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Meat  and  other  Foodstuffs  surrendered  and  destroyed: — 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Tinned  Foods  

Bacon 

Eggs— 48  

Oranges  

Sweets  

Cakes 

Biscuits 

Raisins 

Prunes  

Other  Foods  


lbs. 

358 

734 

33 

6 

90 

7 

16 

15 

25 

93 

266 


Total  1643  ^s. 


The  use  of  private  slaughter-houses,  of  which  there  were  twenty- 
two,  has  been  discontinued.  During  the  year  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  pigs  were  slaughtered  under  licence  issued  by  the  Local  Food 
Office,  and  no  licence  was  granted  without  the  approval  of  the  Health 
Department.  As  a result  of  this  voluntary  co-operation,  all  pigs  were 
slaughtered  by  licensed  slaughterers  using  the  humane  killer,  all  car- 
cases were  examined,  and  there  was  no  difficulty  in  securing  the  sur- 
render and  destruction  of  diseased  portions.  This  is  an  entirely 
voluntary  arrangement,  however,  and  legislation  is  required  upon 
this  subject;  incidentally,  cottagers’  premises  are  not  all  suitable  for 

slaughtering  animals  for  human  consumption. 

( 

The  transport  and  handling  of  meat  received  attention,  and 
butchers’  shops,  food  depots  and  stores,  market  stalls  and  food  prepar- 
ing premises  were  visited  frequently  and  any  infringements  were 
remedied. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

There  are  36  registered  farms  in  the  area,  upon  16  of  which 
Accredited  Milk  is  produced.  There  are  29  wholesale  producers  and 
27  retailers  in  the  area,  and  15  retailers  who  reside  outside  but  retail 
milk  within  this  area,  including  two  firms  who  retail  Pasteurised 
Bottled  Milk  and  are  licensed  for  this  purpose. 
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Two  Supplementary  Licences  to  retail  Accredited  Milk  in  this 
area  by  persons  producing  milk  in  other  areas  were  issued  during 
the  year.  82  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  farms  and  vehicles; 
20  of  these  did  not  reach  the  necessary  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
were*  followed  up  until  subsequent  results  proved  satisfactory. 
201  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  cowsheds,  milk  retailers' 
premises  and  vehicles,  and  a number  of  improvements  were  effected. 
The  erection  of  one  new  cowshed  and  a dairy  were  commenced  during 
the  year  to  replace  two  cowsheds  and  a dairy  of  unsuitable  construc- 
tion and  design.  One  satisfactory^  feature  is  the  number  of  producers 
of  accredited  milk,  and  an  increase  is  to  be  encouraged,  as  looking 
back  over  a number  of  years,  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the 
production  and  handling  of  milk — although  there  have  been  diffi- 
culties during  the  war  period — but  much  of  the  improvement  has 
been  due  to  the  co-operation  between  the  local  authority  and  the 
farmers.  No  farmer  should  have  his  milk  condemned  on  the  first 
unsatisfactory  sample  tested;  every  link  in  the  chain  of  production 
and  distribution  should  be  examined  and  a harmonious  effort  made 
to  trace  the  fault  and  rectify  it.  This  practice  has  been  attended 
with  success  and  ensured  the  ready  and  willing  co-operation  of  those 
engaged  in  this  trade,  as  farmers  and  dairymen  quite  realise  the 
necessity  of  good  standards. 

The  production  of  milk  will  remain  one  of  the  chief  concerns  of 
British  farmers,  and  it  will  be  more  necessary  than  ever  in  the 
future  to  ensure  that  wastage  and  contamination  from  any  cause 
is  prevented,  and  which  is  generally  found  to  be  due  to  lack  of  pre- 
cautions during  milking,  inadequate  sterilizing  of  utensils,  including 
coolers,  or  churns  which  have  not  been  thoroughly  washed  and 
sterilized  each  time  after  use. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  County  Analyst  has  kindly  furnished  particulars  of  samples 
taken  in  this  district  during  the  year.  81  samples  were  taken,  43 
of  these  being  milks.  Of  the  Milk  samples  four  were  deficient  in  fat 
and  one  contained  a small  amount  of  added  water.  The  vendors  were 
cautioned.  One  informal  sample  of  Baking  Powder  was  deficient 
in  available  carbon  dioxide.  A formal  sample  was  taken.  This 
was  also  deficient  in  available  carbon  dioxide.  The  deficiency  was 
found  to  be  due  to  deterioration  on  storage,  and  the  stocks  were 
withdrawn  from  sale  and  returned  to  the  manufadturers.  One  sample 
of  Gelatine  was  found  to  contain  a slight  excess  of  lead,  and  two 
samples  of  Glauber  Salts  and  one  Camphorated  Oil  each  failed  to 
reach  B.P.  quality.  The  irregularities,  however,  were  not  substantial 
and  no  further  action  was  taken. 
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BAKEHOUSES,  FISH  FRYING,  AND  FOOD  PREPARING 
PREMISES. 

These  were  inspected  and  some  improvements  involving  new 
drainage,  the  paving  of  yards,  improved  light  and  ventilation,*  new 
floors,  and  interior  cleansing,  were  carried  out  in  a number  of 
instances. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  three  premises  which  are  conducted  on  a small  scale  have 
given  rise  to  no  complaints.  One  changed  ownership  during  the  year 
and  was  cleansed  throughout. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Two  notices  in  pursuance  of  Section  9 were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories  in  respect  of  two  factories.  These  were  dealt 
with  and  the  contraventions  indicated  were  remedied.  Factorie!s 
with  and  without  mechanical  power  were  visited,  and  minor  works 
carried  out  wfiere  required. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

The  Empire  Marketing  Boards  were  again  made  full  use  of, 
fresh  posters  being  affixed  periodically.  Various  leaflets  relating  to 
Public  Health  subjects  were  distributed  and  proved  useful,  and 
talks  were  given  to  a number  of  organisations. 

Health  educational  propaganda  serves  a useful  purpose, 
although  it  may  not  always  reach  the  inevitable  few  who  disfigure 
and  destroy  amenities  provided  for  the  safeguarding  of  the  general 
health  and  the  maintenance  of  civic  pride,  thereby  tending  to  mini- 
mise the  good  results  accruing  from  communal  effort. 

In  concluding  this  report,  which  is  necessarily  abbreviated,  I 
once  again  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Council  and  vari- 
ous Committees  and  Sub-Committee, s for  their  support  and  interest 
during  the  year;  to  the  Medical  Officer  for  his  expert  opinion  and 
assistance  at  all  times  available  to  me;  to  the  Acting  Clerk  to  the 
Council  and  Mr.  S.  Lewin;  to  all  members  of  the  Health  Department 
Staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and,  incidentally,  hard  work;  to 
my  colleagues  in  the  other  Departments  for  their  ever-ready  assist- 
ance when  required,  and  finally,  to  the  foreman  and  members  of 
the  cleansing  service  for  the  manner  in  which  their  duties  have 
belen  performed. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ANDREW  A.  WILSON. 
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